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Agenda Item 9. General debate on the progress made in the field of human rights since the adoption
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and on the identification of obstacles to further the
progress in this area and ways in which they can be overcome.

Agenda Item 10. Consideration of the relationship between development, democracy and the
universal enjoyment of all human rights, keeping in view the interrelationship and indivisibility of
economic, social, cultural, civil and political rights.

Agenda Item 11. Consideration of contemporary trends and new challenges to the full realization of
all human rights of women and men, including those of persons belonging to vulnerable groups.

Agenda Item 12. Recommendations for:(a) Strengthening international cooperation in the field of
human rights in conformity with the Charter of the United Nations and with international human
rights instruments;(b) Ensuring the universality, objectivity and non-selectivity of the
consideration of human rights issues;(c) Enhancing the effectiveness of United Nations activities
and mechanisms;(d) Securing the necessary financial and other resources for United Nations
activities in the area of human rights.

BUNNAR, Tej (President):

I call to order the tenth meeting of the plenary of the World Conference on Human Rights. | now give
the floor to Her Excellency Mrs. Helle Degn, Minister of Development Cooperation of Denmark.
Your Excellency, you have the floor.

DEGN, Helle (Denmark, European Community):

Keywords: European Union - SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT - DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES - DEMOCRACY - TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE - WOMEN - UN. Centre for
Human Rights

Mr. President, distinguished delegates,

It is an honor and a pleasure for me to address this plenary today on behalf of Denmark and of the
European Community and its Member States. My intervention will concentrate on the important
interrelationship between human rights, democracy and development and on the prospects this
Conference holds out for a stronger development cooperation in this area in the future.

Last month the Council of Ministers of the European Communities adopted a declaration setting out
our basic approach to this Conference on issues relating to human rights, democracy and development
with a view to strengthening international cooperation in this area.

In line with its resolution adopted in November 1991, the EC Council reaffirmed the universality and

indivisibility of human rights and the obligation of all states to respect them. We stress the important

role of development cooperation in promoting economic, social and cultural rights as well as civil and
political rights by means of representative democratic government and the rule of law.
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Mr. President,

The Community and its Member States consider that freedom from hunger and absolute poverty as
well as the right to adequate shelter, education and health care are areas, which need to be addressed
with added urgency. We are actively seeking to do so inter alia by integrating human rights into our
development cooperation activities and by reinforcing our efforts to assist those most in need. The EC
financial contributions in support of these efforts particularly in favor of the least developed countries
are a clear expression of our commitment in this field. Human rights and democracy - besides their
basic value - form part of a larger set of requirements necessary to achieve equitable, sustainable
economic and social development. Our support for human rights and development, therefore, should
also be seen as part of our wider efforts to further sustainable development in all countries. The role of
the individual is of crucial importance in this respect. The individual is the subject, the agent but never
the passive object of development. Without the active, voluntary participation of the individuals and
groups concerned, development policy is doomed to failure.

Mr. President,

One of the general objectives pursued by the Community and its Member States is to provide for a
strengthening of the positive support for human rights and democracy by providing technical
assistance in key areas such as institution building within the public sector, strengthening of a
pluralistic civil society and the protection of vulnerable groups.

The Community and its Member States reaffirm their determination to assist developing countries
undertaking positive changes in human rights and democracy. We see an expansion of development
cooperation in this area as a sound investment in the process of sustainable development.

In the event of grave and persistent human rights violations or a serious interruption of the democratic
process, the Community and its Member States will also continue to take appropriate action.

Experience has given us ample confirmation of the importance for achieving a sustainable
development of the principle of full participation by the people in the democratic and pluralistic
processes as well as of full observance of human rights, political and civil liberties, the rule of law, the
subordination of military and security forces to civil authority, separation of powers and the
independence and impartiality of the judiciary.

In close collaboration with our partners in developing countries and in accordance with our established
policy guidelines, the Community and its Member States have over the last years built up a substantive
development cooperation also in the area of human rights and democracy. We are eager to see this
Conference give new impetus to this collaborative effort by providing guidance for a strengthening of
international cooperation for human rights, democracy and development.

Mr. President,

Democracy, of course, is no export commodity. It has its forms and special feature in each country
depending on history and culture. 1t must be developed from within, driven and owned by the peoples
concerned. Our preoccupation, therefore, is not to try to apply our systems and norms on other
societies nor to hold out one single model for a democratic society. Our aspiration is to work in
partnership with countries which so desire on the consolidation of democracy based on general and
equal suffrage and universal respect for human rights and the particular social and cultural
circumstances of each individual country.

The positive experience of development cooperation in the field of human rights and democracy
should, in the view of the European Community and its Member States, be reflected in the final
document of the World Conference. It should also provide for a strengthening of development
cooperation in areas such as constitutional processes, the preparation and holding of free elections, the
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setting up of democratic institutions and national institutions for promoting and protecting human
rights.

In relation to electoral assistance - just to give an example - the international community is often
called upon to provide technical assistance in the preparatory phase and possibly electoral observers to
ensure an impartial assessment of the conduct of the election. The Community and its Member States
are actively seeking to strengthen its capacity to provide a wide range of technical assistance for
preparation and conduct of elections and to ensure both availability and permanence of this broad
assistance. The UN Centre for Human Rights has a key role to play in this regard in collaboration with
the UN electoral assistance unit.

Securing women, their political and civil rights as expressed in the Convention on the Elimination of
all Forms of Discrimination is of major importance. We believe that no country can be characterized
as a true democracy unless its female population is granted these rights both de jure and de facto. We
also believe that securing women's rights is a good example of a human rights issue with a strong
development potential, in as much as violation of these rights constitutes a serious obstacle to
development. In this respect, particular attention must be paid to violence against women in all its
forms and trafficking in women and children. We, therefore, wholeheartedly support the draft
declaration on the elimination of violence against women, which is to be put before the 48th General
Assembly of the United Nations and we will work actively to further its implementation.

The Community and its Member States also attach particular importance to the elaboration of
strategies for the protection of the rights of indigenous peoples taking into account their needs and
wishes in the development process.

On the same token, special measures should be taken to protect vulnerable groups including persons
belonging to minorities, refugees and displaced persons, children and persons with disabilities.

Other areas of cooperation encompass the strengthening of the judiciary, the administration of justice,
training of police, crime prevention and the treatment of offenders, promotion of the role of NGOs and
support of institutions that are key features of a pluralistic society.

In these and many more areas within the field of human rights, we are elaborating comprehensive
development assistance schemes.

Mr. President,

This is, indeed, a tall order. However, | would like to reaffirm that the Community and its Member
States will endeavor to increase their financial and technical assistance in these areas.

To sustain the cooperation within such areas the administrative and implementing capacity of the UN
Centre for Human Rights as well as the funding for advisory services and technical cooperation
provided by the United Nations should also be substantially expanded. The Community and its
Member States strongly support system-wide efforts by all United Nations bodies towards respect for
human rights and democracy forging a close link between standards setting, monitoring and technical
cooperation.

We are determined to continue to play a constructive and consensus-building role in the process
towards reaching agreement on a substantive and forward-looking final document to be agreed at this
Conference building on the broad and positive experience emerging from our practical development
cooperation in this area.

Mr. President, thank you.
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BUNNAR, Tej (President):

I thank Her Excellency for her statement. | have the honor with the consent of the Conference to invite
Mrs. Elena Bonner, invitee of the Secretary-General of the United Nations to address the World
Conference on Human Rights. Madame you have the floor.

BONNER, Elena (Russian Federation, Special invitee of the UN Secretary-General), spoke
in Russian:

Keywords: HUMAN RIGHTS ADVANCEMENT - INDIGENOUS PEOPLES — VIOLENCE -
TERRORISM — POLITICAL PRISONERS — CAPITAL PUNISHMENT

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen,

I thank the organizers of the Conference, Mr. Boutros-Ghali and Mr. lbrahima Fall for the honor they
gave me by inviting me here, and | also giving me the opportunity to speak in this hall.

The need for this Conference has been recognized for a long time because in the area of human rights
should be one of the leading activities of the international organization, the United Nations. However,
already during the preparations for this Conference and during the regional Preparatory Conferences, a
certain tendency has been noted towards narrowing of the concept of human rights and towards a dual
approach to these concepts.

This was especially acutely reflected in the Bangkok Declaration, which does not mention the human
rights violations in the region to which this declaration was dedicated: in China, Burma, East Timor
Islands as well as in other regions such as Tibet. | think that it was an erroneous tendency and the main
direction of the Preparatory Conferences should have been the open identification of human rights
violations precisely in their regions.

The Declaration also has not taken note of the colossal changes that have taken place on this planet. It
is written with such words that for us, who had attended hard lessons of the former USSR, seem
strange to say the least. For example, what does the word “colonialism” mean nowadays or the word
“imperialism”? Using such concepts today is a pure propaganda and this does not facilitate the defense
of human rights. We live in new and extraordinary times when the history mightily destroyed the
division of the world into the East and the West and the symbol of the elimination of this division
became the Berlin Wall. We cannot not take notice of this and it is indispensable to have new concepts
of the defense of human rights that measure up to these new times, which are our times.

The humanity has gotten rid of the cold war and of the decades-long threat to perish in the furnace of
the thermonuclear war. Nonetheless, has this small planet of ours become more peaceful, cosier?
Regretfully, the answer is no. Every single day new bloody conflicts appear and the number of their
casualties increase: those who are killed, wounded, homeless.

Unfortunately, the UN over the last years has not really taken notice of ever so many violations of
human rights and of those international conventions that stood up in defense of people in war times.
The violations of these conventions have resulted in the fact that we did not pay attention when
Kurdish villages were destroyed by gas, we did not notice when the people were forcibly being
displaced in Karabakh, when women and children were raped, robbed and killed.

Today, this fire, much bigger, is burning in the very heart of Europe, we were shocked and we speak
of Bosnia. When there is injustice in one place, there is a threat to justice elsewhere. We are paying
now for the fact that we have neglected to pay attention to all other violations of human rights that
have been taken place previously.
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We speak now in this hall about the universality of human rights and about the unacceptability of
having dual standards; and yet we observe the dual standards today and in many ways. | would like to
recall one quote from a report of Mr. Boutros-Ghali, from his “Agenda for Peace:”

The sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of states within the
established international system, and the principle of self-determination for
peoples, both of great value and importance, must not be permitted to work against
each other in the period ahead.

It was written last year but these principles are already working against each other, and these
contradictions are very bloody and we have no right to close our eyes to this.

I believe that precisely this item of the Agenda for Peace is one of the most important for the UN and
only by solving this will we be able to truly address the rest of everything that we speak about in such
fine words all the time: the rights of women, the rights of the child, the rights of minorities.

We declared the International Year for the World's Indigenous Peoples. I say “we” because | consider
the Organization of United Nations and all independent collaborating organizations our common
heritage. So we have declared this to be the Year for the World's Indigenous Peoples, but we have not
defined whether only the Eskimos in North America and Europe, only the Indians in North America or
the aboriginal inhabitants of the Easter Island and of Australia are in fact the indigenous peoples.
Should the UN defend the rights of the population of Tibet, of the 29 million Kurds and of dozens of
nations of the former Soviet Union who were deported by Stalin to the snows of Yakutia, the peoples
who suffered a monstrous genocide? Today, when they return to their original land they find that have
no place on the Earth. Are all these peoples indigenous? Are we going to stand up in defense of the
Ingush, the Meskhetians, the Crimean Tatars and many others?

The double standards, in spite of constant allusion to the universality of human rights, more and more
clearly emerge in the UN peacekeeping operations. In some cases, we recognize the declaration of the
will of the people and the referendum as the expression of the will of the people. In other cases, we do
not recognize this. Should we determine which peoples have the right to self-expression via a
referendum and why, in words of Orwell, some peoples are more equal than others are? Or all of the
peoples are in the eyes of the highest judge that is the people themselves and their declaration of their
will.

Peacekeeping operations, in some cases, are considered necessary in order to conduct peace
negotiations, ending the war or violence. | consider that this condition is correct and absolutely
necessary and the only one on which peace negotiations should be based. In some cases, we see here
again the double standards, on the part of peoples or conflicting parties yet further conditions are
required and in some other cases we do not demand for a halt of violence.

I will give one example that might cause some counteraction in this hall, but I am used to the
counteractions. Intifada, which lasts already several years, is the act of violence or not? If it were an
act of violence then when one conducts peace negotiations in the Middle East should call on the
parties to put an end to this violence. Otherwise, it would be tantamount to saying that stoning of alive
people is the equivalent of playing ball. Nonetheless, the flip side of this coin, oddly enough, concerns
those who protect the rights of the child. Placing a stone in the hand of the ten-year-old boy and telling
him that if he throws it at a person this will represent a heroic act, we, for many decades ahead, we are
laying a foundation for hatred and the ability to throw a stone not only at a Jew but also at a
Palestinian later. We lay a foundation for a possibility of a civil war. And we violate, without
prosecution for these violations, the international conventions that prohibit involving children under
the age of fifteen in the military conflict. I would like the authors of the Declaration of the Rights of
the Child and the defenders of the rights of the child to pay a close attention to who participates in the
Intifada.
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Terrorism and double standards. In some cases, we unconditionally condemn the terrorism, especially
if a terrorist explosion happens in Manhattan. In other cases, we look at it somewhat differently.
Moreover, the Bangkok Declaration seemingly justifies terrorism if it is conducted in order to free
peoples from colonialism or other types of domination and dependence. Bit the terrorism must be
completely and absolutely condemned. An example of double standards, Hamas, the battle cry of
which is Kill every Jew no matter where he is, whether he is a 100 percent Jew or may be just a
quarter, is legally persecuted and condemned in many Arab countries, even punished by death. At the
same time, we defend Hamas if Israel dared to defend itself by exiling those who actively support this
organization.

Are we right? Is there once again an instance of double standards and of realpolitik? The list of
examples of the double standards is long. At the same time, there are many examples of how the
United Nations Organization is impotent in the face of simply trying to resolve the most crucial and
most heavy conflicts of the modern times.

In 1968, Andrei Sakharov wrote

All peoples have the right to decide their own destiny by free expression of their
will. This right must be guaranteed by international monitoring of the observance
of the Declaration of Human Rights by all governments. International control
involves both the application of economic sanctions and the use of UN military
forces to protect human rights.

Please note that this was written a quarter of a century before the air bombing by Hussein of Shiites in
the southern Irag and the Kurds in the north, before the blockade of Armenia, before the forced
deportation and attempts of complete liquidation of the Armenian enclave in Karabakh and before the
tragedy in the centre of Europe, the Yugoslav tragedy and genocide of Bosnhian Muslims.

Presently, the threat of overpopulation of the planet, the threat of famine, the energy crisis,
deforestation, the ozone hole, radioactive, chemical and simply banal household pollution of the planet
already attracts everyone’s attention. All of us understand that only jointly, all of the humanity
together, can we solve this ecological problem. This is the thrust of the globalism of our present day
thinking.

However, at the same time, the peoples aspire to preserve their identity, their self-identity, to create or
to reinforce their own national statehood where it exists or to recreate it where it does not exist. Do
these two basic trends of our modern day societies oppose each other? On the one hand is the
globalism and on the other hand is the nationalism or are they branches of one and the same process of
the development of the humanity? What in each of these trends advantageous and what represents a
disadvantage? Should we oppose these two trends when we consider our future? Our common future
depends on how we answer this question; this future also depends on what mechanisms and how
quickly the UN will establish them in order to ensure that these trends do not contradict each other.

The future of the UN also depends on it. Will the UN burn down in the fire of the numerous small but
bloody wars? The same way the League of Nations has burned down during the Second World War or
will the UN be able to become an organization that rescued the humanity from perdition and saved the
Planet.

The questions have been posed. There are many questions. | do not expect to get immediate answers to
them from this Conference. | consider that is better to pose the questions and to call things by their
proper names rather than trying to hide the diagnosis from the patient. It is we, the modern society,
who are the patients.
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On the threshold of the 21st century of the upcoming millennium, the main question is preserving
peace, preserving all of the peoples because many of them are on the verge of disappearing. Our task
is to welcome the 21st century with dignity.

I would like to present before the UN two problems. By solving them, the Organization could offer the
humanity a gift. First is the general amnesty for all prisoners of conscience, all those who fall into this
category according to the Amnesty International. In other words, the amnesty for people who never
committed violence and who never called to violence. Second is the capital punishment. | am an
atheist; | do not belong to any faith. I respect equally Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, Judaism and other
world religions but being an absolute atheist | believe that no state, no one but God, have the right to
take a human life.

Andrei Sakharov in one of his lectures said that he believed that the humanity would find within itself
the strength and wisdom to preserve the Planet and to create on it the life that is worthy of us, each one
of us, and of vaguely outlined goal.

I believe in Sakharov and I believe in the future of the UN with one condition that the clear and
permanent progress takes place in accordance with the requirements that history puts before this
Organization.

Thank you.
BUNNAR, Tej (President):

I thank Mrs. Bonner for her statement. | now give the floor to Dr. Mary Grant, Adviser to the
President of Ghana. Madame, you have the floor.

GRANT, Mary (Ghana):

Keywords: HUMAN RIGHTS VIOLATIONS - TRADE POLICY - DEVELOPING COUNTRIES -
GHANA - DEVELOPMENT - NORTH-SOUTH RELATIONS

Mr. President,

It gives me great pleasure to congratulate Foreign Minister Mock most warmly on his election as
President of this historic Conference. My delegation is confident that with such outstanding qualities
and diversity of experience he will steer the deliberations of our Conference to a successful
conclusion. We pledge to him our full support and cooperation.

The congratulations of my delegation are also addressed to the other members of the Bureau on their
well-deserved election.

My delegation must also place on record our appreciation of the gracious hospitality that has been
extended to us by the Austrian government and people and of the excellent facilities that have been
placed at our disposal for our Conference in this beautiful city of Vienna.

Mr. President,

In becoming members of the United Nations, we have affirmed in the words of the Charter our "faith
in fundamental human rights, in the dignity and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men
and women and of nations large and small.” We have also accepted to achieve international
cooperation "in promoting and encouraging respect for human rights and for fundamental freedoms for
all without distinction as to race, sex, language, or religion." Yet, there is such a contradiction between
that affirmation and acceptance, on the one hand, and the continued violations of human rights, often
on a massive scale, on the other. This contradiction is reflected as much in the denial of civil liberties
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as it is in the degradation of poverty. In this unacceptable situation lies the full justification for our
Conference.

The World Conference on Human Rights takes place at a propitious time, at a time of opportunity.
International relations have moved from the era of the cold war that tended to obscure all issues to a
new era whose contours, though still unclear and fraught with new dimensions of insecurity are,
nonetheless, characterized by efforts at cooperation.

Consequently, Mr. Chairman, my delegation is confident that this Conference will examine human
rights in a holistic manner. Such examination, if characterized by constructive frankness, should lead
to a full appreciation of the multidimensional and interdependent nature of human rights.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights that affirms human rights as the very basis of society has
provided much inspiration in that direction. Since its adoption forty-four years ago, the Declaration
has been the basis on which other international declarations, conventions, covenants and instruments
have been crafted elaborating human rights in all its dimensions and creating new standards for the
promotion and protection of these rights. The Declaration has guided and inspired many statesmen and
legislators in evolving principles and legal regimes for the conduct of government and the governed. It
has inspired the international community's endeavors to define common aspirations on a worldwide
basis and, thus, fashion a culture of human rights promotion and protection. These achievements are
all the more remarkable because they were made, in the main, while the East-West confrontation was
still a major obstacle to international cooperation.

However, we must observe that the disappearance of East-West tensions and the disintegration of one
of the two super powers have not made the observance of human rights any better. On the contrary,
new conflicts have paradoxically emerged with new dimensions of insecurity - ethnicity, extreme
nationalism, racism, sectarianism, xenophobia and intolerance. These have been manifested in their
most despicable, barbaric and abhorrent form in the phenomenon of “ethnic cleansing”. They have
also been manifested in the raising of symbols reminiscent of an ignominious chapter of human
history, in the baiting of religious minorities including the desecration of their tombs and sacred places
as well as in racial attacks. Nor is there comfort to be derived from the continued existence of
occupied territories or apartheid. Discrimination is perpetrated against women, children and other
vulnerable groups and minorities. There are massive violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms across the length and breadth of our planet as reports of the Human Rights Commission and
its bodies have documented. Above all, economic disparities between the North and South,
compounded by the marginalization of the interests of the developing countries in the concern to assist
the new democracies of Eastern Europe, make the enjoyment of human rights by the vast majority of
the world's population a distant dream.

Our task here, therefore, almost half a century after the adoption of the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights is a sacred one. Let it be the historic privilege of our generation to bequeath to future
ones a blue print that is inspired by past experience and is motivated by a sincere and ardent desire and
determination to make this a better world.

Mr. President,

The government of Ghana firmly believes in the indivisibility, interdependence and equal importance
of all human rights - civil and political, economic, social and cultural. We categorically reject any
conception of human rights that places emphasis on one category of human rights to the detriment of
another. We submit that political and civil rights in the context of the most degrading conditions of
poverty, deprivation and human misery are as meaningless as they are grotesque. Economic and social
development and an adequate standard of living are, indeed, preconditions for the full enjoyment of
political and civil rights. Nowhere is the indivisibility, interdependence and multidimensional nature
of human rights more poignantly expressed than in the statement of the Secretary-General of the
United Nations on Human Rights Day 1992
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Full human dignity means not only freedom from torture, but also freedom from
starvation. It means freedom to vote as it means the right to education. It means
freedom of belief as it means the right to health. It means the right to enjoy all
rights without discrimination. And true development requires a solid basis of
democracy and popular participation.

Mr. President,

May | crave your indulgence and that of interpreters to digress just a little bit and defend my country’s
stand on the indivisibility, interdependence and equal importance of all human rights. In the late
1970s, a ton of Ghana coco costs about 3000 pounds. Now a ton of coco costs under 700 pounds.
Developing countries have watched helplessly the prices of commodities they produce plummet down
to abysmal depths, while the prices of the goods they have to import from the developed countries
spiral upwards to the astronomical heights. Wherein lie the human rights for which we are assembled
here? It is imperative that ardent steps be immediately taken to correct unjust trade practices and to
free the developing countries of the crushing yoke of the perpetual penury.

Mr. President,

Ghana's commitment to the promotion of and respect for human rights is evidenced in my country's
ratification of various human rights instruments at the regional and global levels. Our policies in the
area of economic recovery and social development and our country's return to constitutional order are
a further reflection of Ghana's commitment to ensuring the full realization and enjoyment of human
rights.

With your permission, | would like at this juncture, to share Ghana's recent experiences in the field of
human rights and democracy with this gathering. By a process that started on the 31st December 1981
and culminated in the promulgation of our Fourth Republican Constitution on the 7th January 1993,
our political, economic and social development has been given a people-centred orientation. Through
democratization of political institutions and devolution of decision-making to local communities,
coupled with the liberalization of the economy, Ghanaians have taken their destiny into their own
hands. They have learnt through concrete experience that the only system of government that really
works and is goal-achieving is one based on popular participation, democracy and the rule of law, and
rooted in local tradition and culture. Ghana is ready to share her experience with other African
countries so that together with other well-meaning members of the international community Africa can
be saved from the obscenity of brutal dictatorships that gives all Africa a bad name.

Ghana has made great progress in the realization of the rights of vulnerable groups especially women
and children. Since the early 1980s, the government of Ghana has instituted a programme for the
enhancement of the role of women in the society and their economic, social and political
empowerment. The Fourth Republican Constitution makes ample provision for the enactment of
appropriate legislation to ensure the protection and promotion of these rights as well as other specific
rights such as property rights in marriage.

Ghana's early ratification, indeed the first Member State to do so, of the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child and our National Programme of Action on the follow-up to the World Summit for
Children vividly reflect the commitment of the government of Ghana to children as a vulnerable

group.
Mr. President,

My delegation is gratified by the realistic and genuine manner in which this World Conference has
been prepared and structured to arrive at a convergence of principles and ideas originating from
diverse geographical areas, political systems, traditions and cultures. The holding of regional meetings
and the decision of the General Assembly by its resolution 47/122 that the final outcome of the
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conclusions of the regional meetings held in Tunis, San José and Bangkok underscore a pragmatic and
result-achieving approach to the question of human rights.

I am by no means advocating regionalism, which in the final analysis resolves itself into a North-
South divide, and is as obtrusive as the erstwhile East-West confrontation. The diversity of experience
and approach reminds us that, however idealistic and well-meaning we would want to be in the
promotion and protection of human rights, we cannot achieve our goals in a vacuum but within states
and in cooperation with states at different levels of political, economic and social evolution.

In this regard, the selective and discriminatory conditionalities of political pluralism and human rights
for the extension of economic assistance do not serve the cause of human rights. They undermine the
right to development of the vast majority of mankind.

The need, therefore, to approach human rights with objectivity and non-selectivity cannot be
overemphasized. It is in this way that the universal observance of human rights could, indeed, be
achieved. It is by so doing that the indivisibility and interdependence of human rights as a concept can
be given practical meaning. For we would be acting on the premise that we all as human beings belong
to one family and we are each our brother's keeper. From this perspective, too, the North-South divide
on the issue of human rights would seem artificial and it would be easier to strengthen human rights
institutions at national, regional and international levels.

It is the view of my delegation, therefore, that the emphasis hitherto placed on civil and political rights
at the expense of economic, social and cultural rights should give way to practical efforts that would
enable states to assume their full responsibilities and encourage their citizens to play their part in the
promotion and protection of all human rights in everyday life. In short, man must be central in all our
endeavors with a view to according what is due him as a human being but a human being whose
environment is the community, the state and the globe.

Mr. President,

in the progress made by the international community in the field of human rights, we share a source of
strength. In our determination and resolve to break new ground in pursuit of the maximum realization
of human rights, we are joined as members of one family of man. In this joint endeavor, we should not
fail.

Thank you.
BUNNAR, Tej (President):

I thank Dr. Grant for her statement. | now give the floor to Her Excellency Madame Pascaline Mferri
Bongo, Minister for Foreign Affairs of Gabon.

Gabon has the floor on the point of order.

Gabon, spoke in French:

The speaker for Gabon will be Minister Lazare Digombe.
BUNNAR, Tej (President):

I apologize; I give the Minister the floor.

10
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DIGOMBE, Lazare (Gabon), spoke in French:

Keywords: HUMAN RIGHTS PROTECTION - GABON - DEVELOPMENT - DEVELOPING
COUNTRIES

Mr. President.

First of all, I should like to express to you on behalf of the government of Gabon and in my personal
capacity my warmest congratulations on your outstanding election as President of this Second World
Conference on Human Rights. Your untiring action to promote human rights as well as your perfect
knowledge of the United Nations procedures coupled with your pragmatism and appreciable talents as
a conciliator predisposed you to assume this heavy responsibility with competence.

I would certainly be failing in my task if | did not also express the compliments of Gabon to your
colleagues on the bureau on their election. They will assist you, | am convinced, with the necessary
devotion to ensure the success expected of our work.

I would add that the election that honors you personally also constitutes a tribute paid to your country,
whose commitment to human rights throughout the world has never been in any doubt. It is the right
occasion for the Gabonese delegation to express its warm congratulations and sincere thanks to the
host country, to the government and people of Austria for having accepted to host this historic forum.

The special contribution of Mr. Ibrahima Fall, the Secretary-General of the Conference, to the success
of this assembly also deserves our recognition.

Finally, | should like to commend the remarkable work carried out by experts in the context of the
meetings of the Preparatory Committee.

Mr. President,

At the end of this quarter of a century that separates us from the first International Human Rights
Conference held in 1968 in Teheran, we are pleased, first of all, to note at the level of the international
community the enormous progress made for human dignity.

It suffices to recall in this connection the social and political upheavals, which have occurred in the
world, particularly over the last four years: the major political changes in Eastern Europe, continued
dismantling of apartheid, resumption of negotiations on the Middle East peace process, settlement of
regional conflicts, wave of democratization in Africa.

Our Conference is being held at a historic moment in the development of international relations and,
from now on, the taking into account the human rights in the development becomes a permanent fact
that the states should integrate.

This shows how much the international community expects from the results of our assembly the
themes of which are consistent with the concerns of our times. On this issue, this World Conference
provides the opportunity to strengthen the achievements without at the same time losing sight of the
alarming situation that still prevails in many parts of the world.

Mr. President,

The current progress with regard to human rights stems first and foremost from the determination of
states to work for the establishment of a better social and political environment at the national level.

Nonetheless, we must also recognize the collective efforts made by the whole community of nations.
The Commission on Human Rights on which my country has been serving since 1992 and to which
here we wish to pay a due tribute has made a significant contribution by establishing important
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protection mechanisms. We owe to it all the standards and conventional procedures, which foster
sound international cooperation for the victims of violations of human rights and fundamental
freedoms.

This is, therefore, an opportunity for Gabon to reaffirm the universality and indivisibility of all human
rights, political, economic, social and cultural.

But it has today become clear that this enjoyment of all human rights can only be effective if there is
development, as defined by the Declaration of 14 December 1996 of the General Assembly on the
Right to Development, namely:

an inalienable human right by virtue of which every human person and all peoples
are entitled to participate in, contribute to, and enjoy economic, social, cultural and
political development, in which all human rights and fundamental freedoms can be
fully realized.

Furthermore, the development of states can only occur in a democratic environment, that is to say, as
understood in Article 2 of the Universal Declaration on Human Rights, a framework in which all
human beings have responsibility for development through the free, active and productive
participation of all citizens in the formulation and the implementation of national policies.

It is thus that all the active forces of our countries have succeeded through much trial and error in
establishing an environment conducive to the integral development of a human being, particularly in
Africa, where democracy and the rule of law are being affirmed.

Mr. President,

It should, nevertheless, be recognized that the objectives of development that we have set for ourselves
are still far from being attained as a result of the inadequacies of a genuine international solidarity
capable of stimulating a balanced world economy.

Most developing countries, indeed, remain victims of an unfair international economic system and the
gap which continues to grow between the North and the South gives little reason for optimism for the
future. These same countries are crumbling under the weight of the debt they are unable to repay,
while the cost of debt servicing and the constant decline in the price of commaodities keep their
populations in conditions of extreme destitution degrading for human dignity.

Unless we are careful, the democratic institutions established will hardly be able to resist the tensions
arising from the frustrations produced by the economic crisis. This shows how much on an issue as
delicate as that of human rights, we have to be both demanding with regard to the principles and
objectives and modest in terms of evaluations or assessment of specific geographic and cultural
situations.

It is here that it is important to emphasize that if the right of interference may be the ultimate recourse,
especially in cases of massive and flagrant violations of human rights, the universal conscience cannot
admit any discrimination with regard to their implementation, depending on the countries concerned.

Mr. President,

With regard to the current situation of human rights in my country, those who are closely following its
political developments know that in terms of rights and freedoms a remarkable progress has been
made since our achievement of international sovereignty, both in terms of principles and in terms of
their implementation.

As for the principles, first of all, Gabon has signed and ratified a number of international legal
instruments relating to human rights. These commitments are taken into account in the effort to
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formulate or to adapt various national texts. As to their implementation, the holding of a National
Conference in 1990 focused on the definition of a new model of society has made it possible to
strengthen our legal system for the promotion and protection of human rights and fundamental
freedoms.

This has led in addition to the adoption of the National Charter of Freedoms of Law 3/91 of 26 March
1991 establishing the Constitution of the Gabonese Republic. This new Constitution has introduced
some new human rights provisions, in particular: restoration of multi-party democracy and
reaffirmation of freedom of press and opinion; lifting of restrictions on the freedom of movement;
establishment of a Constitutional Court, which guarantees fundamental rights and freedoms;
establishment of a National Communication Council responsible for guaranteeing citizens’ access to
free and equitable communication for all political parties or associations; reorganization of the
Economic and Social Council, three quarters of its members being elected.

In addition, accompanying measures have been taken to promot